Eleven cases of the rare condition of fetus papyraceus are described and reviewed.
Introduction
Fetus papyraceus is a rare condition with the intrauterine death and subsequent retention of one or more fetuses of a multiple gestation. The estimated frequency is 1:12000 live births (0-0085%) (Saier, Burden and Cavanagh, 1975) , and the incidence lies between 1:184 and 1:200 twin pregnancies (Saier et al., 1975; Baker and Doering, 1982) . It occurs with triplet pregnancy (Skelly et al., 1982) and more multiple sets (Aiken, 1969) . This report reviews 11 cases.
Case summaries
(1) A 26-year-old primigravida was found to have a high head at term. Standing lateral pelvimetry showed a fetus papyraceus in the pelvis (Fig. 1 (4) Routine examination of a 26-year-old primigravida's placenta following a normal delivery at 41 weeks revealed a fetus papyraceous (Fig. 4) 
